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NEW DEMOCRAT ENVIRONMENT CRITIC ATTENDS POZNAN CLIMATE CONFERENCE

OTTAWA – New Democrat Environment Critic Linda Duncan (Edmonton-Strathcona)  arrived in Poznan, Poland today to take part in the international conference on post-Kyoto climate change framework.

“Canada remains behind many other nations in taking action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” said Duncan.  “I do not believe this reflects the will of Canadians who are calling on their government to show real leadership on this critical issue.”

Duncan is participating in the conference as a member of the official Canadian delegation led by Environment Minister Jim Prentice.  She commented, “I commend Minister Prentice for accepting my request to resume the policy of including members of the opposition parties in the Canadian delegation.”  John Baird, the previous Environment Minister excluded opposition critics from the Canadian delegation to the Bali talks on climate change.

In the last Parliament, New Democrat, Liberal and Bloc MPs cooperated to pass bills establishing binding targets and timelines for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Those included Jack Layton’s private member’s bill, The Climate Change Accountability Act, and The Kyoto Protocol Implementation Act, sponsored by Liberal MP Pablo Rodriguez., and the revised Clean Air and Climate Change Act, yet to be tabled for vote by the Conservative government. 

“I am looking forward to sharing perspectives with delegates from around the world on how we can the respond more quickly to the challenge of climate change and make a difference for the future of the planet, “said Duncan, Head of Law and Enforcement for the North American Commission for Cooperation.

“Canadians want to see real action on reducing emissions,” said Duncan.  “We know what needs to be done and the largest obstacle to achieving our targets has been the Conservative government’s lack of political will.”
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